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Average carbon
SN Species [Nember of sequestered during Average life Carbon sequesterd
plants planted lifatime in Ing Spanyrs) during lifetime
1 Murraya paniculata 711145 20 S33ASRTS
[madhukamini) 7.5
i Oleander (Kaner 376550 20 42361875
Plant) 1125
3 Bottiebrush 11000 20 24750
(Callistemon spp.) 22.5
5 Kathal (Jackfruit, 10800 40 B100000
Artocarpus
heterophyilus) 750
L] Badam { Almond, 10900 30 1542100
Terminalis eatappa) 169
7 Shisham, Dalbergia 8600 50 16125000
|sisso0 IH75
8 Morsali (Prosopis 32000 30 T2HIND
i i 225
9 Paras Peepal 21100 20 2305600
(Thespesia populnea)/
Bluck pecpal
13
10 Jungali Badam 5500 T 40 2475000
iSterculis foetida) 450
11 Tahehuia 1500 158 25 2R2004)
12 |Jacaranda 1700 262 30 761400
13 Neem (Azadirachia 5700 100 BSS0000
indica) 1500
14 Bixa orellanaisindur) |7800 20 SRS
75
15 Casuarina €600 393 30 25VIR0D
17 |Jagmun (Syzyglum  |B500 L THRSDN0
cumini) Ealll
18 Tecoma (Tecoms 5600 30 1260000
stans or Tecoma
capensis) 225
19 Caesalpinia 3000 20 225000
pulcherrima
(Gulterra)
75
20 Karanja (Pongamia |5670 50 4252500
pinnata) 750
21 Terminalia 00 750 50 RMHIDD
123155565 TATI46TS
Reference ;1. "Carbon Sequestration Patential of Urban Vegetation in Cities of Different Climate
Zones " Awthors:McPhecson, E.CL, Xioo, Q. Agaaron; Jowmal: Urlan Forestoy & Urban Greening
2, "Carbon Storage and Sequestration by Urban Trees in the USA"
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CERTIFICATE

The most trees planted by a team
in 24 hours was achieved by
Government of Madhya Pradesh
{India) in Indore,

Madhya Pradesh, India,
from 13 1o 14 July 2024.
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Aniket Gautam

The prevalent discourse on
democracy seeking to counter Hindu
nationalism has yet to consider
Babasaheb Ambedkar's ideas on
democracy. Ambedkar, a staunch
social democrat, remains the
untouched subject both by the
progressive sections and mainstream
media. Perhaps due to individual
disagreements, any discourse on
Ambedkar is set aside and the vast
heritage of his conceptualization of
democracy neglected. Just sample
the speech “Conditions Precedent for
the Successful Working of
Democracy” Ambedkar delivered at
the Poona District Law Library on 22
December 1952. He was there on an
invitation to unveil the portrait of L.R.
Gokhale and declare open to the
public a set of newly donated books.
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Ambedkar began his address by
thanking the organizers for inviting
him. Since he was professionally
trained in a wide range of subjects, he
asked the secretary of the library on
what subject the audience wanted to
hear him speak. He was given four
topics and asked to choose one of
them. He chose “Parliamentary
Democracy”, but tweaking it a little, he
said he would speak on “Conditions
Precedent for the Successful Working
of Democracy”, which according to
him, was hugely important for a
newborn India.

Before dealing with the subject
matter, he decided to deal with
several preliminary observations to
provide what he called “a setting for
the subject”.

The first such observation
Ambedkar made was “democracy is

fiodayis
jankdemacracy
passitine

Kimbedkanitest?

always changing in its form”. The
ancient Greeks had their Athenian
democracy, but, he noted, half the
population were still slaves.
Democracy in Athens was the
exhibition of master-slave relations.

Second, “even in the same
country democracy is not always the
same”. He supported his argument
with the example of England. English
democracy was not the same after the
revolution of 1688. Democracy in
England changed again after the
reforms of 1832.

Third, Ambedkar noted,
“democracy not only undergoes the
change in its form, democracy always
undergoes the changes in purposes”.
The purpose of the ancient English
democracy was to prevent the king
from exercising “prerogative rights”.
The resistance to autocratic
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functioning of the king is what led to
the emergence and development of
democracy. Ambedkar clarified, “The
purpose of modern Democracy is not
so much to put a curb on an autocratic
king but to bring about the welfare of
the people.” It is clear that Ambedkar
here refers to the substance of
democracy a mechanism to reach
the common good.

After providing this background,
he goes on to define democracy.
Since it is a dynamic concept with no
universally accepted concrete
definition, it is unfair to assume larger
consensus on certain sections of it.
There have been many philosophers,
political scientists, writers and
thinkers who have contributed to the
preconditions for a workable
democracy. Out of all the theoretical
contributions to democracy as a
concept, Ambedkar referred to the
two thinkers Walter Bagehot and

Abraham Lincoln. Bagehot defined
democracy as a “government by
discussion”. Ambedkar agreed with
Walter Bagehot's definition of
democracy. Another reference he

provides in his address is that of
Abraham Lincoln, for whom
democracy meant “government by
the people, of the people and for the
people”. Analyzing predominant
definitions of democracy, Ambedkar
tried to arrive at his definition of
democracy based on the material
reality of the people of India. His
definition of democracy reflected
experiences of the existing social
inequalities in India. He said
democracy is “a form and a method of
government whereby revolutionary
changes in the economic and social
life of the people are brought about
without bloodshed”. His definition of
democracy encompassed elements
of a welfare state that intervened in
public life to increase the capabilities
of the weaker sections to achieve
socio-economic equality. It is clear
that for Ambedkar the practicality of
such a definition was important. The
severest test for a state to qualify as a
democracy was for fundamental
changes in social and economic life to
take place without bloodshed. He
said, “One has to read history and as

a result of reading history to find out
the breakdown period in democracy's
life in the different parts of the world
where it had functioned and come to
one's own conclusion”. In the next
section of his address, he touches
upon the conditions precedent for the
successful democracy.

Condition No. 1

According to Babasaheb
Ambedkar, the first condition
precedent for the successful working
of the democracy is, “there mustbe no
glaring inequalities in society”. He
elaborated, “there must not be any
oppressed class and suppressed
class”. There shall not be a harsh
distinction between the have and
have-nots. The privileged section
should not exploit the oppressed
section. The ruling class should not
enjoy the monopoly over wealth and
resources. The oppressed class
should not be forced to carry the
burden of the entire society. The
growing inequalities will result in
devastation of democracy. This
devastation may include rebellion or
revolution. Establishment of any
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political or social organization of
society on the foundation of
inequalities may result in bloodshed
and discontent. Ambedkar remarked
that “the deep cleavages between the
class and class are going to be one of
the greatest hindrances in the
success of democracy”. Ambedkar
was aware of the prevalent
contradictions in the society.
Historically, it is evident that
parliamentary democracy has the

potential to turn into tyranny with the
suppression of minorities through
manipulation and hegemonization.

Condition No. 2

Ambedkar spelt out the second
condition for the successful working
of a democracy as “existence of the
opposition”. He explains the role
opposition plays in a healthy
democracy and the need for a veto of
power. According to him, “Democracy
is a contradiction of hereditary
authority or autocratic authority.
Democracy means that at some stage
somewhere there must be a veto on
the authority of those who are ruling
the country.” Unlike the autocracy or
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monarchy, those in power in a
democracy have no perpetual
authority to rule. The need for consent
from the masses through elections
held after every term puts restrictions
on the rulers and forces them to
regain trust for another term. Apart
from this, there will be an “immediate
veto”, that is, the unity of opposition in
the parliament. The opposition in
Parliament holds the government to
account on decisions they make and

e

acts of omission and commission.

Condition No. 3

The third condition is equality in
law and administration. This is done
by keeping the judiciary and civil
services as independent of the
political offices as possible in the
dispensation of their duties. A new
party is voted to power but the
judiciary and civil services remain
unchanged. Ambedkar talked about
the “spoil system” that was practised
in the United States, when with a new
party coming to power, the civil offices
too down to the clerical positions
were filled with the supporters of the
government. This system was found

to be counterproductive to democracy
and changed. He contrasted the
“spoil system” with the system in
England, where, Ambedkar writes, “in
order that administration should
remain pure, impartial, away from
politics and policy, they have made a
distinction between what is called
political offices and civil offices. The
civil service is permanent. It serves all
the parties whichever is in office and
carries out the administration without

any kind of interference from the
Minister.”

The Indian civil services too have
been operating on a similar principle.
But the central government's recent
directive allowing central government
employees to be part of the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) goes
against this principle of separating
political and civil offices because the
RSS is clearly a political organization
promoting a Hindu nationalist agenda
and the parent organization of the
ruling BJP. Even with a permanent
civil service, the influence of the RSS
on the officers threatens equality in
administration. Recently, a high court
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judge resigned and joined the BJP,
while another high judge declared on
retirement that he is a lifelong
member of the RSS.

Condition No. 4

The fourth condition is
“constitutional morality”. According to
him, the written Constitution is a
skeleton for which the flesh has to be
found in constitutional morality. To
explain constitutional morality, he
gave the example of George
Washington, the first president of the
United States, who, despite having
assumed a godlike status, initially
refused to give in to demands to stand
for a second term, because he said
that would go against the purpose of
the Constitution which was to replace
the monarchical, hereditary rule.
Eventually, he relented, became
president for a second term but he
didn't bow to pressure again at the
end of the second term. It is easy to
fall for emotions leaving behind the
moral and ethical values.
Constitutional morality is not a belief
system. Instead it inculcates the
knowledge system and awareness
about the civil and political affairs of a

T fas=

democratic state with positive results.

Condition No.5

“There is one other thing which |
think is necessary for the working of
democracy and it is this that in the
name of democracy, there must not
be tyranny of the majority over the
minority,” said Ambedkar. His focus
was on democracy within legislative
bodies, especially in Parliament,
about the majority party allowing
debates on adjournment motions. At
the time, the Congress party had a
massive majority. The numbers were
similarly in favour of the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) in its last term,
2019-24, when several crucial bills
were bulldozed through Parliament
with little or no debate.

After highlighting these
aforementioned preconditions for a
successful working of a democracy,
Ambedkar concluded his address
focusing on the issues of “Moral
Order” and “Public Conscience”.
Predominantly, ethics and politics are
dealt separately, which results in the
moral order being taken for granted.
Ambedkar said, “Democracy is
spoken of as a free Government. And

what do we mean by free
Government? Free Government
means that in vast aspects of social
life people are left free to carry on
without interference of law, or if law
has to be made, then the law maker
expects that society will have enough
morality in it to make the law a
success.” Surely, Ambedkar was
alluding to the inherent lack of moral
order in Indian society built on the
caste system, under which the
freedoms of a vast majority of the
population is taken away at birth.

Ambedkar talked about the lack of
“public conscience” in India. He
defined public conscience thus:
“Public conscience means
conscience which becomes agitated
at every wrong, no matter who is the
sufferer and it means that everybody
whether he suffers that particular
wrong or not, is prepared to join himin
order to get him relieved.” He
reminded the audience that the
Whites were taking up the cause of
the Blacks and Indians in South Africa
but few in India spoke up against the
segregation faced by Dalits if they
weren't Dalits themselves. He said, “If
this sort of thing happens, the minority
which is suffering from injustice gets
no help from others for the purpose of
getting rid of this injustice, it again
develops a revolutionary mentality
which puts democracy in danger.”

He concluded by warning the
audience of the fragility of democracy.
Democracy had survived in a handful
of countries, he said, and that merely
having won independence from the
British and ratified a Constitution
didn't mean that democracy was
secure in India. “With all these
examples before us, | think we ought
to be very cautious and very
considerate regarding our own future.
You ought to consider whether we
ought not to take some very positive
steps in order to remove some of the
stones and the boulders which are
lying in our path in order to make our
democracy safe.”
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