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©Opinion

Dr. Vishnupriya Pandey

A n American writer and
political activ ist Eldridge
Cleaver once said, "There is
no more neutrality in the
world. You either have to be
part of the solution, or you're
go ing to be part of the
problem." And we feel that
the same has become a big
truth of the Media World.

It all started when
unflinching courage & mis
sion based Journalism
converted into a profit based
profession gradually. Now
news has become a com
modity in this highly
competitive media market &
has been impacted brutally
by the market forces.

There isn't any doubt that

Is Solution-
Based
journalism
the solution?

studies show our nat ural
inclination towards negative
discourse. Psy chologists say
that the mind of human
beings is programmed to
focus on the negative.
Researches from the field of
neuroscience explain that
being more sensitive towards
negative is a part of our
primitive survival
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mechanism. And that is why
the media world believes that
"If it bleeds, it leads."

Now the question arises, if
media is considered as the
fourth pillar of democracy,
can it afford to be profit
centric to this higher extent?

All the professions and
fields are not for mere profit
making. Some are for
peoples' larger benefit &
journalism is definitely one of
them. Our philos ophy
believes in 'Sarve bhavantu
Sukhinah Sarve Santu
Niramayah'.

We believe in the
happiness of everyone, our
cul ture wants everybody to
experience auspiciousness.
Welfare of all is in the centre
of our prayers; hence our
journalism must be
constructive & should fol low
the same ethos. A lot of
constructive events & things
are happen ing all around
which must be reported by
the media with the same pace
as all the negative incidents
are being reported. This will
definitely give an illustrious
direction to the overall
growth of our country.

Growth of a country
depends upon the prosperity
of its society and the
happiness of its citizens. How
ever, now a days our media is
known for spreading hatred &
condemnation. Ironically an
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entity meant for conveying
clarity has been spreading
confusion. *Stop consuming
news while taking morning
tea or before going to bed’, is
being suggested by the doc
tors while giving treatment to
their patients suffer ing from
depression or anxiety.

Solution-based journalism
is the only way to justify the
role of media as a significant
compo nent and an inevitable
part of a healthy democracy.
Solution-based journalism is
not devoid of critical
questions, in fact it avoids
unnecessary focus on
sensational negative content.
This type of journal ism is to
serve the citizens of our
country and to stop various
media houses to grind their
own axe.

It is a matter of immense

satisfaction that the top
institutions of media
education have started pay
ing heed to this issue. The
future journalists of our
country are required to be
taught & trained in such a way
that they could report beyond
the problem based narrative
for engaging communities in
posi tive ways for the overall
growth of our country.

They must be trained in
such a way so that they could
bring about the necessary
changes in the me dia world
for the bigger benefit of our
citizens and society.

(The writer is a Media
Educator & Students
Relations Officer at the Indian
Institute of Mass
Communication, New Delhi.)
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CITIZENS DEMAND REPEAL OF
ANTI-CONVERSION LAWS IN INDIA

Many prominent citizens in
India demanded for a Repeal of
All  Anti-Conversion Laws in
India, in the context of the Anti-
Conversion Bill scheduled to be
tabled in Karnataka Upper House
on February 14, 2022. The initial
signatories for the Petition to the
President of India included
nationally well known citizens
like Admiral L Ramdas ( Former
Chief of Naval Staff of the Indian
Navy), Mallika Sarabhai
(Accomplished dancer &
choreographer), Medha Patkar
(NAPM), Anand Patwardhan
(Film Maker), Mani Shankar
Aiyar (Former Minister), Prof.
Kancha Ilaiah Shepherd (Writer,
Academician), Rev. Peter
Machado (Archbishop of
Bangalore), Margaret Alva,
Former Governor of Goa, Gujarat
and Uttarakhand), Teesta
Setalvad (Advocate, Civil Rights
Activist), K. Satchidanandan
(Writer, Poet, Former Secretary
of Sahitya Akademi), Annie Raja
(National Federation of Indian
Women), Prof. Ram Puniyani,
Harsh Mander (Author, Social
Activist), Kavita Krishnan
(AIPWA), Dr. John Dayal (Senior

Journalist, Human Rights
Activist), Sandeep Pandy
(General Secretary, Socialist

Party of India), Tehmina Arora
(Human Rights Activist), Brinelle
D’Souza (Centre for Health and
Mental Health, TISS), Susmit
Bose (Musician), Irfan Engineer
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(Centre for Study of Society and
Secularism ), Vidya Dinkar
(Human Rights Activist) and
others.

While articulating that that a
new Anti-Conversion Law is not
necessary since the Indian
Constitution has enough
provisions for the same, the
signatories also stated:
‘Wherever the Anti-Conversion
law, ironically officially called
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Freedom of Religion Act, was
passed, it became a justification
for the persecution of the
minorities and other
marginalized identities. The
attacks on the minorities grew
sharply in recent years since this
law was used as a weapon
targeting the dignity of
Christians and Muslims
particularly belonging to Adivais,
Dalits and women.” The petition

called for joining hands to defend
the values enshrined in the
Indian Constitution and
protection of human rights of the
minorities and other
marginalized sections in India.
The petition was initiated by the
National Solidarity Forum, a
network of groups and
individuals who started acting in
response to the Kandhamal
Genocide on the Adivasi

Christians and Dalit Christians in
2007-2008.

In India, from the last few
years there have been scattered
and sporadic sub-radar attacks
on Christian communities.
Pretext made is that Christian
Missionaries are converting by
force, fraud, coersion or
allurement. Population census
shows a small decline in the
percentage of Christians from
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llaws

2.6 percent in 1971 to 2.3
percent in 2011. These Anti-
Conversion Laws, generally
called freedom of religion laws,
are attempts to intimidate the
Christian Community and the
planned law in Karnataka is on
the same lines,” said Prof. Ram
Punyani, the Convenor, National
Solidarity Forum (NSF).

Ajay Kumar Singh, a Co-
Convenor of NSF stated: ‘A Dalit
converted to Christianity or
Islam loses the reservation and
protection from the State. The
Dalit does not lose any
reservation and protection if he
or she converts to Sikhism,
Jainism or Buddhism. It is a
reality that the discriminatory
dalit identity does not change no
matter which religion one
belongs to. . There are stringent
penal for restricting the dalit and
adivasi to convert to Christianity
or Islam. This law itself acts as an
inducement to remain in
Hinduism and violates the
individual’s right to choose one’s
own religion. It treats them as
objects, who cannot decide for
themselves.’

‘The law disrespects women,
and places restrictions for a
woman to choose her partner. It
is conceived with a notion that
women in India are not in a
position to think on their own and
act on their own. This law is
highly patriarchal. It is not
acceptable,” said Vidya Dinkar,
human rights activist and a core
team member of NSF.

Dr. John Dayal, senior
journalist, human rights activist
and a founder member of the
National Solidarity Forum
stated: ‘The Anti-Conversion
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Laws are not just affecting the
Christians alone, they are meant
for further persecution on the
Muslims, Dalits, Adivasis and
women also in this country. They
violate the basic tenets of the
Indian Constitution and India’s
secular heritage.’

‘This law discriminates
against certain religions. It is a
violation of the principle
enshrined in the Indian
Constitution that all religions are
equal. It is meant to strengthen
religious conflicts and

majoritarian nationalism in
India. Moreover, its infantalizes
the poor and gives the State
power over matters that are
deeply personal.” Said Brinnele
D’Souza, Centre for Health and
Mental Health, School of Social
Work, Tata Institute of Social
Sciences Thousands of people
have already responded to the
petition immediately by
endorsing it and thousands of
endorsements are pouring in.
The petition is available on

https://chng.it/gBYcGCPZyV

Supporting the petition,
Margaret Alva, the former
Governor of Goa, Gujarat and
Uttarakhand, appealed: ‘the
National Solidarity Forum is
trying to collect signatures of
people from all religions and
backgrounds to dissuade the
Government from passing this
Bill. I request you to sign this
appeal to withdraw the anti-
Christian bill and such laws in
other states of the country.’

Many political parties like

Congress, Janata Dal, Aam
Aadmi Party, Welfare Party,
Socialist Party (India) and other
political organisations have
already come forward strongly
against the Anti-Conversion Bill
and the need to protect the
Indian Constitution and the
secular tradition in India.

Dr. Ram Puniyani,
Convenor, National Solidarity
Forum
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