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The INDIAN WAR OF INDEPENDENCE 1857, is a step by
step account of the uprising of India as 2 whole be it
Hindu or Muslim against the ruthless British empire.
Tracing footsteps of the barefooted, undemourished
and almost unarmed Indian common folks challenging
the British bullets by sheer force of will power, the
author establishes beyond an iota of doubt, that the
uprising was a ‘War of Independence, and not 3 mere
Sepoy Mutiny as dubbed by the British.

SOME GLARING TRUTHS ABOUT THIS BOOK:

1. This book became the Bible for Indian
revolutionaries.

2. The book was proscribed (banned) by the British
Government before its publication.

3. The book was smuggledin India and England after it
was published in Holland.

4. The demand for this book was so enormous that it
used to be sold and resold at fabulous price as such
25 Rs.300/-(in 1910)
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of the brave and true-hearted of all nations, 4

CHAPTER X

rRanee Lakshmi Bai

GIVE up my Jhansi? | will not. Let him try to take who
dares! With this challenge the heroic Ranee of Jhansi rose
against the British and as it is recorded in previous pans of
this History she assumed the leadership of the Revolution,
drove the English and began to rule at Jhansi as the Queen
of the province. The forces of the Revolution wreaked a
bloody vengeance on the English people and army and left
not a trace of their rule at Sagar, Naogaon, Banda, Banapur,
Shabgarh and Karki. The people everywhere hailed the
Queen as their own. She then busied herself-in restoring
order and peace in her liberated province.

The Ranee’s daily life at this period has been described
as follows :— ‘The Bai got up at five in the morning and
took @ bath with fragrant attar. After dressing and she
generally wore a Chanderi Saree of faultless white—she
would sit for her daily prayers. :‘:u:, sh_c; m:m :'I::

ter as ;prayasckitm r keepi e
::::!:;o?r‘;:r husband’s death; then, she used to ‘wm;hp
the Tulsi in the Tuisi grove. Then began tihn i:{:*m g
at which the Durbar musicians would slns_r h': : Si;damu pct
WAREE Chan Soart rear.:.ins ::‘ P'l'h‘::r usual .:elman‘ Being

d shere
et came i sgle man e b 0
who paid their re e ald
:::::::: :,T: ,ﬁ?ypmgm, the very next day, the Bai wo

Renee Lakshmi Bai )

The same terrible thunder is in her voice: her

spouting forth the red flames of anger! Mardan Si-:r:’k:;:
of Banapur, the enraged chief of Shahagarh, the brave
Thakurs, with their lives in their hands, Sirdars of
pundelkhand, resolute as ever, with their many followers—
all these hot incendiary elements in the intgrior-of Jhansi
are burning and flame-red. The flames leap %p even’as the
Jaripatka; and look, the central figure of the whole fight is
there, shining above all! Aye, she is the central igea, the

flashing impersonation of Swaraj ! She is the inspiration, she
is the incarnation of Liberty!

In spite of the barrenness of the country around, the
English approached Jhansi. For, thanks to the loyalty of the
Scindia and the Raja of Tehri, the force was throughout the
operations :lbundmlly supplied with grass, firewood, and
vegetables.” As the Scindia and the Raja of Tehri are helping

the Feringhis, surrounded as you are by treachery and
disloyalty, betrayed by relations as by strangers, you have
not the slightest hope of success. Why not then avoid

€Xtinciion by surrendering to the Englis|

And for the Ranee of Jhansi ? Dewan Lakshman Rao. Moro
Punt Tambe, brave Thakurs and Sirdars, all heroes of
Liberty, if you surrender, you will be saved; if you fight, you
will die. Which will you choose?

Jhansi answered from her thousand mouths, sternly, in
li!c words of the Scripture, "As everyone who is born must
die, why sully fair fame uselessly?

So, it was determined to give battle to the English for
the honour of the country. And Jhansi was busy by night
and by day preparing for the fight. Brave men, there were
many in her army; but trained men, there were very few.
‘Want of discipline was very apparent. The Queen herself,

. P he did not come the previous day. ho
not fail to inquire W wever, led the whole army. On every rampart and every
8ate, she was moving about actively; she was standing where

—__-—-—'-""_'_'_—-—_gﬂ,
4. Malleson's Indian Mutimp, Vol. TV: PA8° 2. Malieson's Indian Mutiny, Vol. V, page 110.
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Ine incion wor of Independence

“ fit of fc

P ia had a sudden ondness

Isid game 81 K-lplr;;":m by the-bye. “il:,':. Bty
for %ad even his fondness for fight; and, no longer able 1
v e ings, bo wout to Charkhi so 250 bis b,

cotrol his ret of this sudden passion ¢ secret was
What was the #5€ Ipi fell, it was absolutely necessary 1o
strong position, somc strong fortress,
army And, therefore, this Mcssenger of the

adawme ”:; scaped from Kalpi secretly to enter Gwalior,
b m: Revolutionary jdea was progressing there!
g the promises of the chief officers of the army,
:.dmﬁ a new army for the Revolution, by secretly
winning over the Durbar functionaries, Sirdars, and others.
him all the aid they could, and in one

5 S ;
month he h:d”:h?ws;ole of Gwalior in the hollow of his hand,

llected every information about the military
:[;a:r:: :I?Gwalinr and, thus, after undu:mimg the throne of
the Scindia, Tatia returned to Rao Sahib at Gopalpur. He
had “seen his father I”

Learning the glad news, that Tatia had come back from
Gwalior having successfully won over the people to the side
of the Revolution, Ranee Lakshmi urged the Peshwa to
advance straight towards Gwalior. On the 28th of May, the
Revolutionaries came to Amin Mahal. The Mahalkars tried
to stop them. They were answered, Who are you to obstruct
us? We are the Peshwa and his forces and we are fighting
for Swaraj and Swadharma.

These words of Rao Sahib silenced the cowards, and
thousands of patriots in that part welcomed the
Revolutionaries heartily, and thus the army of the Peshwa
pressed right on the walls of the city of Gwalior. They had
written to the Scindia, 'We are coming to you in a friendly
Spirit. Remember our former relations. We expect help from
you, s.cn that we shall be enabled to proceed towards the
south.” But this ungrateful man had forgotten the former

disloyalty,

betrayed by "eer sa'a“a'

relations as by
strangers, you
have not the

INDIRK AR
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ﬁ@%’@ﬁ%% "Learning the glad news, that Tatia had come back from Gwalior having successfully won over
the people to the side of Revolution, Ranee Lakshmi urged the Peshwa to advance straight towards Gwalior.
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'We are coming

Veer Savarkar t vo. i~ -
friendly spirit.
NN WAR | e o
We expect help
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. 1891 enabled to

proceed towards
the south." But this ungrateful man has
forgotten the former relations. Well tha,
remember the former and the present relations
too' The ancestors of the Scindia were our
servants, our Hujres-that was the former

relation. And, the presentrelation? IR TR
feran fe 28 T2 1857 T shildehTal sl ULTaTg HisT
J TefeTeR o ST HeeT Sl oRW el AT | Sy
FT AT AL SE, AT GRS HI SEE H A
SHITARTIET ST TN TaferaR &t ST=al 3 fehar|
3T Heed H HeTeTeh? = 7eh! Ueh! bl HITITeT ohi,
el Aed = el b IH I @l ST g7 i ek Fehel
2 | g9 U9Te € SR WISt 37 Ted o o7t 5 g
WE| T e & F Ieat 7 el 37 HIE Dl QIHIL
o feaT | 3Tk 1% TGTeEn ot W_eT 9T A i 8w
Tgt IR BT TS o F 3T § | 37T gHR R
frgal &t a1 T MUY T TEd § aleh &d

relations. Well then, remember the former and the present
relations too!" The ancestors of the Scindia were our
servants, our Hujres—that was the former relation. And,
the present relation? The whole army of the present Scindia
has joined us. Tatia had gone to Gwalior, seen the leaders,
and gained all necessary information!” But still, forgetting
all this, the Scindia, with all his army and all his guns.
advanced on the Peshwa on the 1st of June, near Gwalior.
The Shrimant who deserves the respect of the whole country
thought for a moment that the Scindia had repented and was
coming forward to salute the flag of Swadesh. But, Lakshmi
said that he was coming, not to salute, but to smash that
golden flag. She came forward with her three hundred
horsemen and advanced right on the guns of the Scindia.
Soon, she caught the view of Jayaji Rao Scindia and his
personal guard the brave 'Bhaleghate’ troops. The cobra
shows not such rage when it is trodden upon as Lakshmi
showed at the sight of this traitor! Like an arrow she dashed
at his troops. Behold, you Bahadur—descendant of Mahadaji.
this helpless girl of twenty-two, brought up in the Zenana. is
inviting you for a trial of strength of the sword! Let us all
see now how much of the prowess of Mahadaji, the devoted
lover of his country, has descended upon this Jayaji the
devoted slave of the Feringhi! As soon as this angry lightning
struck him hard on the front, his personal guards wavered
and the Scindia, with all his 'Bhaleghate’ troops, was routed.
But, at least, there was hope that his huge army and terrible
artillery would do their best—and they did do their best! As
soon as they saw Tatia, these troops which had been bound
over by secret oaths to Tatia refused, point-blank, to fight
against the Peshwa. As previously arranged, they joined the
Peshwa with all their officers; the guns were silent and
everyone in Gwalior honoured the flag of the Peshwa. The
throne of the Scindia thus crumbled to pieces at the touch of
the Revolutionary magician.

And so, Jayaji Rao Scindia, coward as he was, and his
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‘minister. Dinkar Rao, fled not only from the field, but from
Gwalior itself, and ran to Agral
- w mad with joy. The army Fired salutes
in h.,,,‘;::':;.::;:::mm. The Flilnce Minister, Am!r C'Iund
Bhatia. surrendered the whole treasury o.f the Scindia, ta
the last pie. to Shrimant. Those few patriots who were in
prison under thr old regime for having shown sympathy with
the Revolutionaries were released fmm_ their prisons ﬂl’l‘l.l.dlt
the joyous cries of the populace. The traitors who '|Il.d adv .ned
the Scindia to join the English had fled, but their mansions
and their property were destroyed so that not a vestige of
them remained. The black charge that the Asiatics do not
understand the true relation between a ruler and his subjects,
was washed away completely by Gwalior. For, how can he
who goes against his own country and against his own
Dharma be a ruler? Poona had been in 1818 guilty of being
a traitor to the motherland in not having dragged Rao Baji
from his Peshwai in right time. Gwalior was not guilty of
that! And therefore, this Revolution of 1857 must be recorded
in history as the first indication in modern India of the
omnipotence of the vox populi, the power of the people. If
Scindia joins not his country, the country shall not aid him
either. Swords and guns, infantry and cavalry, Durbar and
Sirdars, Mankarees and citizens, temples and Images—all
are for the country, alone; and if the Scindia is not for the
country, drag him down from his throne; and outside the
palace, outside the capital, outside the borders of the kingdom
let him be driven out! Hereafter, according to the Scriptures,
‘The king receives his power only by pleasing the people!"

And now, we must not let this auspicious day, the 3rd of
June, slip by uselessly. And so ‘a big Durbar was held in
Phul Bagh. All Sirdars, statesmen, noblemen, Shiledars, and
cavalry officers, who had joined the Shrimant, took their
seats according to their rank. Tatia Tope and the Arabs,
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the respect of the
whole country
thought for a
moment that the
Scindia had
repented and was
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coming forward to

o
Independence

salute the flag of A 185]
Swadesh. But, Lol SEF 0 |

Lakshmi said that
he was coming, not to salute, but to smash that
golden flag. She came forward with her three
hundred horseman and advanced right on the
guns of the Scindia. Soon, she caught the view of
Jayaji Rao Scindia and his personal guard the
brave 'Bhaleghate’ troops. The cobra shows not
such rage when it is trodden upon as Lakshmi
showed at the sight of this traitor, Like an arrow
she dashed at his troops. Behold, your Bahadur-
decendent of Mahadaji, this helpless girl of
twenty-two, brought up in Zenana, is inviting you
for a trial of strength of the sword. Let us all see
how much of the prowess of Mahadaji, the
devoted lover of his country, has descended
upon this Jayaji the devoted slave of the
Feringhi.
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soon as this angry lightning struck him hard on
the front, his personal guard 'Bhaleghate' troops
was routed. But, at least, there was hope that his
huge army and terrible artillary would do their
best-and they did do their best. As soon as they
saw Tatia, these troops which has been bound
over by secret oaths to Tatia refused, point-
blank, to fight against the Peshwa. As previously
arranged, they joined the Peshwa with all their
officers: the guns were silent and everyone in
Gwalior honored the flag of Peshwa. The throne
of the Scindia thus crumbled to pieces at the

Ranee Lokshmi Bai 65

So far so good: but once having shocked Sir Hugh Rose
and disheartened him, woe betide him who listened not to
the words of Ranee Lakshmi Bai; All other functions but
the one great function of war must be stopped. But it d
that, as ill-luck would have it, the intoxication of the
Revolutionaries. would make them blind to the necessity of
keeping the army in complete readiness. They were all
immersed in luxury, good dinners, and fatal dilatoriness—
they thought, perhaps, that this. was the sole end of Swaraj!

They were only losing Swaraj. For, the surprised Sir Hugh
Rose marched rapidly on Gwalior with his excellent army
under him. He brought with him the renegade Scindia and
proclaimed to all that the English were going to fight only
for the Scindia’s sake! It was a trick to deceive the simple

'men of Gwalior, who had the slavish and discreditable merit
of blind loyalty, and it was calculated to prevent these from
fighting against the Scindia. But the old world had changed.
giving place to the new. Tatia, so far successful in awakening
the Revolutionaries, rushed forward to meet the English. The
English had already defeated the Morar contingents. Now,
with the shadow of defeat on them. there began some excited
movements among the Revolutionary leaders. Rao Sahib was
hastening towards the house of the Nabob of Banda and the
Nabob of Banda was rushing towards the house of Rao Sahib.
But, in the midst of all this confusion, the Rance alone was
calm and was ready. Her sword was out. What need she
fear now? Hope as well as despair she had trampled under
foot; she treated with contempt the things on this earth: she
had one aspiration alone, namely, that the flag of liberty should
stand proudly erect uniil she gave up her last breath! Neither
of them were to be in the dust; they were to lie in battle
alone. So she gave Rao Sahib a word of courage, rearranged
the undisciplined troops as far as she could, and took upon
herself the task of guarding the castern gate. She only
demanded, 'l am ready with all my soul to do my duty; mind,
you do yours!"

touch of the Revolutionary magician. And so, Jayaji Rao Scindia, coward as he was, and his minister, Dinker

Rao, fled not only from the field, but from Gwalior itself, and ran to Agra.
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er usual military uniform, rode a noble st

“wskh:m:id:cm-uuudded sword from the sheath, ?:Ld
ordered the army under her to march on. She made ready
all the posts near Kotaki Serai which I:ud 'lnen given to her
care and when the English army was in sight, everywhere,
trumpets and pipes, drums and nagaras rent the air. If only
she had an army, equal in courage and daring to herself!
Even the insubordinate and hesitating felt heroic under her
influence and, with them and her select band of horsemen,
she charged hard the English army! Her two female friends,
Mandar and Kashi, also fought bravely by her side. May the
sweet memory of these two patriotic girls—beautiful in
appearance. with male attire put on, taking pleasure in fight—
live in history along with that of their mistress as long as
history lives! A general like Smith was charging the Ranee’s
army, but to-day the Ranee’s bravery and daring were a sight
to see. Like lightning, she moved about all day. The English
attacked the solid phalanx a number of times

occasionally felt enthusiastic and attacked the British and
cut down many of them. At last, Smith was forced to retire;
he gave up the attempt of breaking the mass and began to
turn to another side, leaving the nest of the cobra alone!

Thus closed the day and thus rose the 18th of the month!
This day, the English had resolved to make desperate charges
From all directions, they advanced on the fort, and tried their
utmost. General Smith, forced to retire the day before, was
very determined to-day and, aided by re-inforcements, he
charged the same Jhansi side he had gone for the day before.
Sir Hugh Rose thought that his presence was also absolutely
necessary and so he was personally present with the force
attacking the Jhansi side. The Ranee too was ready for him
with all her forces. ‘She was ready with all her soul to do
her duty.’ That day, she wore a Chanderi turban embroidered
allover, a ramamee cloak, and pyjamas. A pearl necklace
was round her neck. Her famous steed being tired that day,
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Pratibha ranade in her book "Rani Laxmi Bai Warrior
queen of Jhansi" wrote in her Chapter no 1, History of Jhansi,
page 5 "Mahadji Scindia, a Sardar of Peshwa----- As aresult, R A N I =
Gwalior flourished.

s o e ma i awm | LA X MIBAL
ZooTd T &% Y o 31X TETeRR i 3TSTE Tod Efee e
e | TenferR = 7T % e SRt M At 3R e Hoo T WARRIOR-QUEEN OF JHANSI
ISR

Pratibha ranade in her book "Rani Laxmi Bai Warrior
queen of Jhansi" wrote in her Chapter no 3, The Uprising, page
68" Jayaji Rao Scindia, the King of Gwalior, was openly
supporting the British......Immediately after the defeat of
Jhansi, to celebrate her defeat Maharaj Scindia gave a 21 gun
salute!"

SRIFATIR STATSIRTE T T & ST Gt T- )
3TUSTH T HER X & & | THRT GETTT T gl ST TaeTaR
qifcifeehel Toie Herthd o 370 gt & forarn fo <19 & st
o6l T ST B T HerST fferan = Seht @R S ST9 HAd gu
21 Gt St AT § |

Pratibha ranade in her book "Rani Laxmi Bai Warrior
queen of Jhansi" wrote in her Chapter no 5, Kalpi-Gwalior,
page 141-147" Jayaji Rao Scindia........ atAgra”.

T R § RIS HT g o S U 3R
merest fefear w1 fear man on) fefuar o) efustt = o o
W G off R HAEHEE TR % difdiicshel Ui o |
TSI 31T o1 STRIER &1 T3 & | STATS(RIE = shifd o s
TS BT TP Tea foh Tenfera] o Skt IS aTet i Sieht .
TE S Hehdll & TR SRt ! (erTaT 1857 shi SiUsit o oy e . )
T i o st e | Pratibha Ranade
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HANT LAXMIBAL WARRIOR-QUEEN OF THANS]

your property and lands.
'ﬂnlu Fatwa is issued by Walishan. Bandgin, Wali
Hurur Rac Pamapradhan Peshwa.

In this letter, Nana Saheb Peshwa called himself a friend of
the Badshah (Walishan), his servant (Bandgin) and heir (Wali
Huzur Rao).

livaji Rao Scindia. the King of Gwalior. was openly
w;thm This is clear from the letter written

dltulihprll'l&ﬂl He wrote: “We do not know where Rani
Laxmibai has gome from Jhansi. We are looking for her. .

Immedistely after the defcat of Thansi, to celebrate her defeat.

in the ime, it that Scindia also promised help
mdwmdﬂanda.hhsleuﬂdned 11 Novemnber 1857
to Alibahadur, S “You have beaten the British

nnddmehcm-w:y.mhasm“mud:un-&ﬂm
If anyone opposes you let me know and 1 will send my
army to your aid. | have learned that the King of Rewa has
kept the British in safe custody at Nagoda. This behaviour is
unbecoming. Even the King of Panna has kept British forces.
That too is not good.” In yet another letter dated 18 November
1857, the Scindias offered help adding that the letter was semt
on the suggestion of the King of Samthar. (Sinha, 1982)
It is possible that Scindia was following a safe policy of
hcpin;h-mhﬂduhappy He had kept his options open. Sinha
had found these ietters arcund 1980, There must be plenty of
such lettcrs and other references tucked away somewhere.
Dr. Diwekar in his book IR57 che Yuddha: Petlela Dakshin
Hindustan, brought 10 lw-tuntam nnd dncummuﬁ-mn
South India written in 1857 showing how w d the revolt
mhhmdhm@“muﬁ“wﬂw
truc and exact nature of the 1857 revolt will come to light.

The Beginning of the End
Although the big war against the British began in 1857,

Kalpi-Gwallor

kept the army at bay on one pretext or the other and persuaded
the men to stay back in Gwalior. The army kept demanding
money to go to Agra. But Jayaji Rao did not give in to their
demand. In the meanwhile, Tatya Tope had met the army
leaders and spoken to them. Right after Tatya lefl, some units
from the cavalry followed him and left Gwalior. The rest of the
force too was willing to fight for the Peshwa. Apart from Jayaji
Hao, Dinkar Bao and a few other courtiers, everybody else was
against the British. Among Indians, there was a deep sense of
respect for the king who they believed was an incarnation of
the Almighty Lord Vishnu Hence although Jayajl Rao was
close to the British, the soldiers were not ready 1o hurt him.
They believed that someday Jayaji Rao would mend his ways
and support the zoldiers against the British.

It was at this time that news that the Peshwa himself, along
with Rani Laxmibal and the army, had reached Amen village
on the outskirts of Gwalior, reached Jayaji Rao. He immediately
sent his minister Kakaji Moropant to give the message to the
Peshwa to leave his kingdom. Rao Saheb Peshwa was furious.
He said to Kakaji, “Who are you to ask me to leave? A two
penny servant! Are you stupid? And who are those, your king
and Dhwan? Do they think they are Christians, so they can
do anything and nobody can touch them? We are the Peshwa.
We have granted this kingdom to Scindia as a favour. Jayaji
Rag's ancestor used to stand before the Peshwa with his shoes
in his hands. Baijabai (Jayaji Rao’s grandmother) had sent us
letters supporting us. Do you want to confront us?” Thereupon
Kakaji meekly turned back. (Sinha, 1980)

When Rao Saheb claimed that Bayajibai had sent letters of
support he was referring to twao letters sent by Jayaji Rao to
Nawab Ali Bahadur on 11 and 18 November 1857 expressing
his support to the revolt. congratulating the Nawab for his
battle with the British and offering to send help if required.
Jayaji Rac’s behaviour was therefore contradictory. On one
hand, he was praising the revolt and on the other. he was
helping the British. While he was offering help to the revolting
sepoys he was also taking and fulfilling the responsibility of
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m M\e ther umcur ar :)uuugh ofcers gubordinate fo him; Lut the Faj
s E tirre conmult the Sendor Vied-Precident, in importast
of the Usited State. Fothing io this

: A P
-N’*—". “shallPrevest  asy competent

iR dpon sabondinate authoritics, o¢ be decrmed to transter to the Raj
meqmbmh-muycouu Judge, officer, of bﬂl‘l

“quhlr,m Covenanting State. FEARR
! ARTICLE X. B |
(1)’ There ahall be formed, ms soos 43 may be practicabié, a Constiluent
A-u-.hty fe ibe manner iedicated in Schedule 111 and it shall be #he duty of that'
to frame & €2 of & unitary tyTe for, 1be United $iste within e
| tramework ﬂ this Covesant and the Cosstitotion of fAdis, and poviding for a
& ihle te the Legiah
) m Raf Promukeh shall eonstitere not iter than the first day of August
148 an intesim Legisitive Astambly for the United State ln the sanner indizated
!

| in Sebes
) Upoo the 1 jon ol the Comsti A Bly relesred ta |n-;-=;-..
TP (1) of 1his Artick, the intarim Legishti shall e
i mad dhe elmglmud‘-lu:g.lﬂmt in the Coruti=

§ Astrembily :
L Prévided that watil & Coastitution Iramed by- the Constitusal Assembly somes
into .pm&m after & ao-lvirm the atof the Raj Pramuakk, the Baj Pramukh shall

| bave make agd progulgate Oolicasces for the peace amd gaed governs
. peat of 1lnmd Siate or any part thereed, ded any Ordinance so madas shall, for
! the ] than six months froon s prommolzation have the lke foree

dh--;u At gaisdd by the interim Legiciztive Amembly. of a8 the case may be.
the Codstitucatl Assembly; but asy swch O.lizance may be contrelied (or Toperseded
b'- sy wmch Act,

ARTICLE XL

t [y Toe lhll'-" of wasl Covenan! S:ak: iFall Be =aor 4 1 ative
froms the revenues of the WUnited State for hil privy purse tlie amount spedks
A Htate in Schedale T
LA u-llut mq ‘that the 'fiﬁ. specifind in the Schedude in respect of the Ruless of
G-ﬂu uﬂl Endese Ahnl.l b payable only to tho paerat Rubrn of these States and
" omat i thelr coccescts for whoss provilion will ke made sabmeyaontly.
*e ©2 mﬂdmum:cn&dumwx_'!!‘: erpemmes of the Fuke and |
"y uuﬂr Judling 4 his ¥ marfiges mmd other peseimonios,
d“..,ﬁd subject 't the provisions of parsgraph (1) nefther be incrcised nod
i for any reEssem wh‘m(f

¢ UL @) The Raj Pramukh shall cause the sald amount fo be pald o the Duler
foar syval at the baginming of each quarter in advance.
2 J#) The said amcusi shAD be fres of sl taxes, whether imposed by ‘the
: anﬂﬁu!odl.h United State or by tbe Govermmint <f Indis
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prépeety of the Ruler or State progery. it shall be refermed 1o such person =3 the'
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decision of that perion dhall Le Gnal and winding o al) pariies dagremad: | l

Provided that no such csputs shall be sa refersble after the feap L:lu' ol Tl F
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m, whother within of putside the termitores of the Stite,. Immeodiately Mt &
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£ Ralors after relarring it 1 & bench mossisting £
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BEEORE THE STATE BAR COUNCIL MADHYA PRADESH

2

COMPLAINT NO. 23/2023

APPLICANT DR. GOVIND SINGH
Vis
NON APPLICANT ANKUR MODY,

el |[:»\1,

JABALFUR

ADVOCATE
REPLY ON BEHALF OF THE NON APPLICANT
MNaon - applicant respectfully submits a8 under:
PRELEMINARY SUBMISSIONS

The present complaint has been filed by applicant Di. Govind
Singh son of Shd Mathum Singh under section 35 of the
Advocate Act 1961 (The Act) inter alis allsging professional
rmisconduct against the non applicant,

Applicant herein is an MLA elected on the ticker of Indian
National Congress (INA) from Lahar legislative assembly, Dist.
Bhind in the Legislative Assembly Election 2018,

Me, Jyoticaditya Scindia was elected to Rajya Sabha from Madhya
Pradesh on the ticket of Bhartipa Janta Party (BJF) in  the
Biennial Election to the Rajya Sabha 2020.

Applicant is an hrdent political dval of Mr. Jyotisaditya Scindia
ancl had rised objection before the retuming officer against
acceptance of nomination paper of Me Scndia a# & candidate of
BJP for the Biennial Election to the Rajya Sabha 2020, The
objections were dismissed by the remming officer wide order
dawed 17.02.2020. A copy of the order dated 17.03.2020 is
annexec as Annexure A

©m 19.06.2020 the remirning officer announced the election resalr
decluring Mr. Jyotomadityn Scindia as elected to the Rajya Sabha
COwang o the political rivaley, applicant field an election petition
challenging the validity of the election of Mt. Jyotiraditya Scindia,

o
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K.K. Khullar

If in Delhi the rebellion spread
like wild fire, then in other places
such as Muzzafarnagar,
Saharanpur, Allahabad, Kanpur,
Barelli, Banaras, Bihar and
Jhansi it irrupted like a volcano.
In rural areas, the spread was
the fastest and fiercest where
the peasantry came out in large
numbers against the oppressive
revenue system introduced by
the Company Lords. Peasants
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rebellion in India have been
traditionally tax rebellion.
Gujjars were the worst rebels
through out the rebellion.
Between the rivers Jamuna and
Ganga, away from the GT Road,
at Dadri, Sarsawa, Deoband,
Bijnour, Moradabad and
Rohilkhand, Gujjar turbulence
was so intense that it seemed the
company's rule has ended.
According to one estimate more
than a million Gujjars

participated in the revolt. A

regular system of
correspondence existed between
the Gujjars living in different
parts of the country. The
participation of these pastoral
and nomadic communities made
the rebellion a truly people's
revolt. The Rangars and the
Rajput communities were out to
prove that the Rajput valour is
not a thing of the past. The
Britishers forgot rather
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Riston

conveniently that the Kisan
(peasant and cultivator) of the
peace time in India becomes a
Jawan (solider) in war time. Jai
Jawan, Jai Kisan had been a
traditional Indian slogan. An
extra ordinary fact stands out in
the midst of the story of the great
rebellions and that is even the
main rebel leaders regarded the
Mughal Emperor as their
Badshah (King). Even those
areas where the rebels

established their authority they

ruled in the name of the Mughal
King. Rao Tula Ram of Rewari
established his own government
but collected the revenue in the
name of the Delhi King. Nana
Saheb declared himself a Peshwa
at Kanpur but under the Mughal
authority. The coins were struck
in the name of the Emperor and
the orders were issued in the
name of the Delhi Badshah. The
date on the coins were both in
Hijri and Samvat as was the
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custom in the Mughal Court.
Nana Saheb was a brave solider
but his daughter Maina who was
burnt alive at Bithoor was equally
brave. People forgot their
differences, communities set
aside, their traditional rivalries
the whole country faced their
enemy as a united community.
Udmi Ram of Libaspur, Delhi
Abdul Samad of Badli-ki-Serai
Libaspur is a Delhi village on way
to Narela off bypass Karnal. The
Britishers had established a

camp at Sonepat. Each time they
passed they saw the handsome
youth, a village Jat named Udmi
Ram who had formed a group of
strong-bodied Delhi Jats to catch
hold of the passing English
soldier and to finish him off at an
isolated spot where there is a
'Shani mandir' today. One day
Udmi Ram spotted out a cart
carrying an English family. He
asked the man to come out, took
him to a lonely spot and finished

him. As for the English woman
he asked a Brahamin lady to
look after herin a neighbouring
village where she spent some
good days among Indian
women. But when the scales
turned around and the British
recaptured Delhi they
surrounded Libaspur. Udmi
Ram collected his men and
fought with rural weapons such
as spears, choppers and axes
but was defeated. Arrested he

Rai, tied to a peepal tree for 35
days without water or food till
he died a martyr. Similarly Seth
Ramjidas Gurwala of Chandni
Chowk who financed the rebel
movement at Delhi and its
environ was executed before
his own shop where he sold
'Gur' (Brown sugar candy).
Abdul Samad Khan, father-in-
law of the Nawab of Jhajjar
fought with Punjab-Massacre
at Ajnala Punjab was a problem
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state. Annexed only in 1849, the
Lawrence administration fully
exploited the old rivalry between
the Punjabi and the Poorbia. Yet
there was a rising at Sialkot, at
Jhelum, Peshawar, Nowshera
and Multan where Ahmed Khan
of Khurral tribe revolted. He was
joined by other war-like tribes
and for several days all
communications between Multan
and Labore were interrupted.

They defeated the British in a
number of skirmishes, but
Lawerence sent a huge force and
Ahmed Khan died in the battle, a
hero's death. Another leader Mir
Bahawal Fatwana emerged but
he too died in the battle. The
worst in Punjab took place at
Ajnala near Amritsar where the
dis-armed army revolted at Mian
Mir. The rebellion was crushed
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with an iron hand. Rope being in
short supply there, three
hundred in all, were shot dead.
Fredrick Cooper who styled
himself as 'Hero of Ajnala’
boasted that his men had not
wasted a single bullet, a la Dyer
statement at Jallianwala Bagh.
The tragedy of Black Hole was
reenacted, the number of
mutineers who died of
suffocation was not recorded.

Amazons of Lucknow Under the
able leadership of Begum Hazrat
Mahal the women of Lucknow
played a heroic role. For full eight
months the women rebels of
Lucknow held the Compnay's
forces to ransom. Sir Gordon
Alexander noted that among the
slain at Sikandrabad there were
a few Amazon Negresses. Who
had fought like wild cats. There

was a woman who, perched on a
large peepal tree shot a number
of British soldiers and was shot in
return. The names of these brave
women will never be known but
what they did will never be
forgotton. Lucknow was
captured but never subdued,
broken but it did not bend.
Women's Regiment at Jhansi
There was also a women's
regiment at Jhansi where

Virangani Jhalkari played a role
that won her a permanent place
in the history of Jhansi.. When
the fortunes of Jhansi were at a
low ebb and the British soldiers
were firing from below the fort,
Rani of Jhansi decided to leave
the fort, Jhalkari, originally a
peasant women but now a
soldier offered to disguise herself
as the Rani, took a small unit of
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soldiers and left from the front
door while the real Rani left from
the rear door. Jhalkari was
recognized by a traitor but before
dying she had killed a number of
British soldiers. Before her
martyrdom she shouted : 'Jai
Bhawani'. Three Lions from Bihar
Kunwar Singh and Amar Singh of
Jagdishpur and Pir Ali of Patna
are the three lions who taught
such a lesson to the British that
they were scared of them. In
addition the Wahabis were a
great threat to the English
forces. When the captured Pir Ali
was asked by the Commissioner
Mr. Taylor whether he had any
information to give which might
induce the Government to spare
his life, 'with dignified
composure such as our own
people did not maintain', writes
Taylor, 'in exciting
circumstances, he confronted
the questioner and replied:
'There are some cases in which it
is good to save life, others in
which it is better to lose'. The
Jagdishpur brothers were of a
different mould. They literally
fought like lions and called the
British regiment a herd of sheep.
When the Indian soldiers
revolted at Dinapur on 25th July,
1857 Kunwar Singh seized the
opportunity and made the whole
regiment his prisoner, till 23rd
August. In his anti-English
expeditions in UP and MP he was
accompanied by his brave
Muslim wife Dharman Bibi. The
British forces chased him
perpetually. While crossing the
Ganga he was severely injured.
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He cut off his right arm and
offered it as his sacrifice to the
Mother Ganga. He was arrested
in December 1859 and died in jail
in 1860. The King of Avadh
honoured him with a Robe of
Honour. After his death the
struggle was carried on his
brother Amar Singh, his nephew
Ritbhanjan Singh, his Tehsildar
Harkishen Singh and his friend
Nishan Singh. Mention must be
made of Dilwar Singh and Srnam
Singh. According to Dr. S.C. Sen
in his book '1857', the Rajputs of
Shahabad were out to prove that
the Rajput valour was not a thing
of the past'. Individually every
rebel was defeated but they were

victors at last. Shaheedon ki
Chitaon par lage gay har baras
meley Watan par mitne walon ka
yahi Quami nishan hoga (Fairs
will be held on the pyres of the
martyrs That will be the only
national symbol they leave
behind.) India's First War of
Independence threw many times
more brave men and women
than the combined strength of
heroes in the French Revolution
and the American War of
Independence, tens of
thousands of heroes, known and
unknown and lesser known, the
countless martyrs who did India
proud.
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